
FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR 

New Grant and High-Priority Conservation Easement 

ñGreat Housesò at Annual Meeting 

A 
t the Historical Soci-
etyôs Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, April 13 
at the Parish House 

of St. Paulôs Episcopal Church, 
Ellen Grady, outgoing Presi-
dent of the Board, welcomed 
those present and called for a 
voice vote to elect nominees for 
the Board of Directors (see 
page 6 for new Board members 
and officers).   

Executive Director Veron-
ica Aplenc reviewed the Annual 
Report.  Highlights include:  

¶ adoption of the Societyôs  new 
logo and tag line; 

¶ establishment of the Foun-
derôs Fund and Founderôs 
Award, marking the Societyôs 
40 th anniversary; 

¶ closing on a new, ñhigh prior-
ityò conservation easement 
on a 3.69 acre property 

¶ development of a new land-
scape plan featuring native 
species and two memorial 
gardens. 

The full report is available from 
the Societyôs office; contact 

Business Manager Audrey 
Simpson. 

Following the business 
meeting. the audience was 
treated to a presentation on 
some of the outstanding exam-
ples of residen-
tial architecture 
in this commu-
nity, given by 
James B. Garri-
son, author of 
the forthcoming 
Great Houses of 
Phi ladelphia:  
Chestnut Hill 
and the Wissa-
hickon Valley, 
1880-1930.   

During this 
period, corre-
sponding to the 
development of 
Chestnut Hill as 
a railroad suburb, the natural 
beauty of the area drew pros-
perous Philadelphians to settle 
here, and many locally and 
nationally prominent architects 
were commissioned to design 
their estates.  Fortunately for 

the contemporary researcher, 
the Philadelphia City Planning 
Commission maintains a geo-
graphic information system 
identifying every property in 
the city.  In addition, the  

Philadelphia 
Athenaeum  
houses an 
architectural 
archive con-
taining  re-
cords of the 
work of ap-
proximately 
1000 Ameri-
can archi-
tects from 
the 1840s 
t h r o u g h 
1 9 4 5 .  
Through the 
use of these 
r e s o u r c e s , 

Garrison was able to identify 
individual properties of inter-
est and to acquire many origi-
nal plans, blueprints and pho-
tographs, including those 

(Continued on page 4) 

T 
he Historical Society is 
pleased to be the re-
cipient of a generous 
grant from the Penn-

sylvania Land Trust Associa-
tion (PALTA) to help defray the 
costs of establishing a conser-
vation easement.  The Society 
became eligible for this award, 
which supports our joint pro-
gram with the Friends of the 
Wissahickon (FOW), by agree-
ing to implement the  guide-
lines for the responsible opera-
tion of a land trust outlined by 
the Land Trust Alliance  

This grant was applied to a 
new easement recently donated 
to CHHS.  The 3.69 acre prop-
erty at 6910 Wissahickon Ave-
nue, across from Carpenterôs 
Woods, is owned by Joan and 
Rick Cantor.  The couple con-
sidered the desirability of 

granting the easement for 
some time, eventually conclud-
ing that it offered a win/win 
opportunity for themselves and 
the community.  Rick Cantor, 
who grew up in Wyndmoor and 
knew the property as a child, 
considers the easement  ña gift 
in perpetuityò to the house and 
land that he and his wife love.   
The easement will preserve the 

property from future develop-
ment, and thus  is  also a sig-
nificant gift to CHHS and to 
our community.  
The Cantorôs property is 

considered a high priority be-
cause of its impact on the Wis-
sahickon watershed.  It is one 

(Continued on page 6) 

This 3.69 acre property will be 
protected from  development in 
perpetuity.  
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home at 6910 Wissahickon 
Avenue. 

Dear Historical  
Society members: 

This spring has been busy 
time for the Historical Society.  
Continuing the emphasis on 
professionalizing our Society 
that began under the leader-
ship of Ellen Grady, we are 
developing staff policies and a 
new employee handbook.  

This year, in addition to 
our regular array of programs, 
we have also started to update 
our strategic plan.  At the start 
of this process, Society mem-
bers were  surveyed about the 
activities and issues of impor-
tance to them; highlights of 
the findings are summarized 
on page  4. 

As a result of this survey, 
we have focused on cultivating 
sponsorship, partnering with 
other local organizations and, 
especially, financial develop-
ment.  One important result of 
these efforts is a more forward
-looking approach to sponsor-
ship; thanks to the hard work 
of a few key Board members, 
we received early commit-
ments for both our Garden 
Party and Preservation Pot-
pourri.  

Another aspect of our fo-
cus on development is an in-
creased effort to obtain fund-
ing through grants.   We have 
received a grant to help defray 
the costs associated with one 
easement, and we  expect to 
file several  grant applications 
by the end of the year.   

To increase our effective-
ness in attracting outside 
funding, Board President 
Frank Niepold and I attended 
a development seminar held 
by the Pennsylvania Federa-
tion of Museums and Histori-
cal Organizations where we 
gained valuable information 
about overall and project-
specific development strate-
gies.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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James B. Garrison, AIA  


