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From the new executive director

| am delighted to have the opportunity to introducgyself to you and to work with you it
creating a great future for Chestnut Hill by preseg its special past. | have already hao
the chance to meet many of you in person at thetdtisal Society and our May Garden
Tour, and | look forward to comln% to know eachyoiu. | hope that everyone will feel
Lree to contact me at 215-247-0417, or vaplenc@sthbrig, with any ideas you might
ave.

This year is a sPeciaI one for the Historical Sgcas we mark our 40th anniversary. The
Society is very fortunate to have a strong legatwyta continue to receive enthusiastic
support from a founding member. Since joining thistdrical Society in late April, | have
become so grateful for the level of dedication giwement and enthusiasm of our board
and volunteers. There is a fantastic array of skihd knowledge among our board mem
bers, man%of whom serve on an array of commitfEesnks to the board's dedicated
work, the Historical Society is looking forward $hyear to updating its on-line Resource
Center, improving its webpa?e, introducing a newdpand offering P/ou a wonderful arre
of pro%rams throughout the fall and winter. In @, plannln% is already underway for a
great Preservation Potpourri, which is scheduledfecember 1.

Our board's enthusiasm is mirrored in that of oalunteers. We are delighted to have you, and thgaola for your contribution!

Before coming to the Historical Society, | had wedkindependently on historic preservation projecat®hiladelphia from 1997
on, and took time off to pursue a doctorate at tiversity of Pennsylvania. | am very happy to fidiated with a single organi-
zation at this time where | can gain an in-deptmse of a community and make contributions to itsegarvation based on that.
While Peter Lapham has left an inimitable legacyrasrim director, [ am confident that with inputrdm you and our board, we
can look forward to a bright, productive future. artk you for the opportunity to work with you.

Fortieth Anniversary of the
Chestnut Hill Historical Society

In 1967, several residents were horrified to sext tie top floor of the VFW building
at 8219 Germantown Avenue was being demolished. 6anly two Greek revival
structures in Chestnut Hill, the destruction of ghbuilding set off alarms about how
easily the historic fabric of Chestnut Hill couldsappear. They mobilized the com-
munity to stop the demolition and raised funds @ pay for the costs of restoring
the third floor and preserving this 1859 buildingut of this effort the Chestnut Hill
Historical Society was formed by a group of conedittommunity leaders who recog-
nized how crucial Chestnut Hill's extraordinary hitecture and physical environ-
ment is in making this an exceptional place. Preswy this fabric, along with the his-
torical and cultural character of the community,shbeen our mission ever since.
The partially demolished third floor of the VFW
building, prior to restoration, 1967. As we turn 40 this year, we will be looking backoat past accomplishments and the
important projects that we have undertaken that avenefited the community. The
long list of achievements includes: in 1968 we mlitd@d an architectural history of Chestnut Hill; the 1970s we led the way to
restore SEPTAs Graver's Lane train station degigoe Frank Furness; in the 1980s and 90s we gotvied in a long-term, exas-
perating but successful project to save two sptehditoric houses on Norwood Avenue behind the hiadpin 1985 we placed
the community on the National Register of Histoidaces; in 1987 we purchased 8708 Germantown Avasuaur headquarters
and a few years later agreed to share staff ad sptn the Friends of the Wissahickon; in 1991aimgin partnership with the
Friends of the Wissahickon, we initiated our easetnpeogram that has permanently preserved a dor&orit facades and more
than 55 acres of open space; in 1998 we publishedhard winning architectural guide and map of GhasHill. In the 2000s,
the Historical Society supported the publicationtafo books of historical photographs, the firstlaared by Tom Keels, former
board member and our Archivist, Liz Jarvis, andt¢keond by Liz. And, throughout our history we haeted as a watchdog,
guarding our historic resources and participatitiifp e community in reviewing and shaping develogm proposals.

Scores of community leaders have served on thadbafaihe historical society, and their volunteeatiership has been essential to
the success of the organization. One of the fousdehirley Hanson is still an invaluable and actb@ard member. Other resi-
dents have been volunteers and loyal supporterméory years. We hope our members will support tinglthis milestone year.
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Winter Programs

More than 20 people came out on a cold evening ebrkary
21 to hear Jeff Moak describe how to research gtuhhouae
using materials in our archives. Two nights later,the 23
the opening of the exhibit of Paul Rickert's imagés
Chestnut Hill attracted large crowds that includethny new
residents who had been invited to attend so thagytttould
become familiar with the historical society and anission.

Redressing our Victorian Lady +
8708 Germantown Avenue

Most of our members are homeowners who know intehyethe
constant demands imposed by a historic house. Cldild&ays is
faced with major capital/maintenance expenditurd& have
completed, but are still paying for the roof in&dllast year and
now we are facing the need to paint the buildintast done in
1999. In addition our ancient wrought iron Victonafence is in
desperate need of painting to prevent it from crlinipfurther
and we have barely begun to install the plant miadsror hard-
scape suggested in the landscape plan prepareesbyg Purple
of Plant Connections last year.

We will probably gather volunteers in the springgaint the
fence and help us with some aspect of the landegaput pur-
chasing plants, laying paving and painting the dunty requires
another round of significant fund-raising. Donat®or sugges-
tions for sources of funding would be very muchreqgpted.
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Watercolors and Oils by Paul Rickert +
Exhibit
Extended!

Paul Rickert's
watercolors and oil
paintings have cap
tured the ambience
of Chestnut Hill

for over 30 years.

The exhibit at the

Chestnut Hill

Historical Society

(8708

Germantown Avenue) features on-and-off-the-Avenueaiges
that illustrate the diversity of the community's péical envi-
ronment and architecture, from the commercial bisilgs of
our retail area to both the modest and elegant lesusn our
historic residential streets. Emphasizing thersjrbut
ephemeral light of fall and winter, these wateresland
paintings record the recent and contemporary chesaof
Chestnut Hill. While initially scheduled to be opetirough
May 16, 2007, the exhibit has been extended and loan
viewed during regular business hours on weekdal/s an
between 1 pm and 4 pm on Saturdays.

In Our Archives

Several years ago the Philadelphia Cricket Clubrdpancouraged by our archivist Liz Jarvis,
decided that its papers, photographs and memogabitiuld best be preserved, maintained an
available to the public if placed at the ChestnutliHHistorical Society. The Society was
delighted to accept this fascinating collectionrfrdhe national's oldest country club, found
ed in 1854. To show our appreciation, Liz receiritalled reproduction photographs and
cricket and tennis items from the collection at ti@ub. This installation informs mem-

bers and guests about the history and significafitkee institution. For example, it was

here that the first women's national tennis tournant was held in 1887, which

moved to Forest Hills, New York in 1915, and is noavt of the US Open.

Researchers and collectors from across the conntsycontact us with a wide rang.

of inquiries about the Philadelphia Cricket Clubnmelated subjects.

A second group of 100 important, but deterioratistides of significant historic photograpri.
has been conserved in hard copy and digital reproaios, thanks to the generosity of an

anonymous donor.

4%

Liz Jarvis has begun the research for a new phayibgr history book on Mount Airy to be published by

Arcadia Publishers. This will be a companion volutnéChestnut Hill,° (2002) and 2Chestnut Hill

Revisited,® (2004), sponsored by the Historical i8tc If you have any old photographs of any aspédtount Airy, please give Liz
a call.

The Archives continue to see a steady stream @amehers to the Society and to respond to e-madl slephone inquiries.
Beginning in 2005, the Archives have been opentie public on most Saturdays. If you are interestedbing research, it is helpful
to call ahead so that we can assemble materiatsythamight need. In addition, we have plenty ofé@resting opportunities for vol-
unteers! Please contact us if we can be of assestanyou.
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Annual meeting

Talk by Witold Rybczynski and Election of Directorsto Featured at Annual Meeting on April 15

The annual meeting of the Chestnut Hill Historic&8lociety was held on Sunday, April 15, 2007. It teat a talk on Vizcaya by
Witold Rybczynski, a well known teacher and autlod Chestnut Hill resident. Professor Rybczynséengly co-authored a book
with Laurie Olin on this fabulous, early 20th cempultalian-style villa and garden on Biscayne Bagouthern Miami.

Preceding the talk, the business meeting was cosdday past president Patricia Cove. Founding merSiétey Hanson described
the accomplishments of the past year and interiracetive director Peter Lapham acknowledged the dbations of many of the peo-
ple who make this organization successful.

Election of directors to the board followed. Fromanon, directors are to serve three rather than frears, so term lengths this year
varied in order to assure balanced classes. Elémtéo-year terms were new members, Gretchenrgadje Joseph Lavin, Schuy
Wood Nunn, John Shea and Jane Piotrowski (who veitive as interlocking director with the Chestnut HCommunity Association).
Re-elected for two-year terms were Kimberley Kriegezanne Lentz, Ellen Sisle, William Washburn &fch Yetter.

New members elected for three year terms were Stisare, Frank Niepold and J. Randolph Williams, lgHBob Bacino, George
Bryant, Patricia Cove, Nancy Evans, Ellen Gradyci®Mihalich and Edward Morton were re-elected foree years.

New Members 2006 Anniversary Society

We are always thankful to new members whose subdine
historical society is vital to our ability to cafer this
community. In 2006 the following new members joined

Ten years ago when CHHS turned 30, we formed the
Anniversary Society to encourage significant dooas and to
recognize our most generous supporters. Duringabeten
years the annual contributions of these memberetmen
essential to our financial success. We are excggdgrateful to
the 2006 members of the Anniversary Society for destrating
their commitment to the Chestnut Hill Historical Sgdety
through their generous support.

Mr. & Mrs. Drew Aldinger

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Bedrosian

Mr. Michael Erdos & Ms. Diana
Anhalt

Mr. & Mrs. Armin Frank

Mr. Henry Gibson

Mr. & Mrs. John Glomb

Mr. & Mrs. Lon Greenberg
Darryl & Ann Hart

Mr. Douglas Hauptli

Ms. Katherine Hayden

Ms. Lynn Horner

Ms. Marita Hutchinson

Mr. & Mrs. Dov Jaron

Ms. Kathleen Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Kenendy
Ms. Janet Lochner

Millan Architects, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Niepold

Ms. Mary Jane Nolen

Mr. Greg O'Donnell

Ms. Kate O'Neill

Mr. David T. Orthwein

Mr. Richard S. Perelman &
Ms. Justine Gerety

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Shea

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Smith, Jr.
Mr. Hertis Smithey

Ms. Lea Stanley

Mr. John Tarquinio

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Thomas
Ms. Maria Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew C. Topping
Ms. Barbara Vogdes

Chris and Wendy Bentley
Ann Csink and John Linck
Nancy and Michael Evans
Ann D. Hozack

Ellen and John Grady
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Lon and Bonnie Greenberg
Courtney and Steve Kapp
Ann and Jack Kelly

Peter and Emilie Lapham

John Capoferri

Margaret and Tim Sager
Lewis Dupont Smith
Elizabeth van Vleck
Robert Venturi

Patsy Walsh

William Washburn

Joe Waz and Ann Stookey
Paul Weinberg

Lloyd Wells

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Mancuso
Dr. Maura McCarthy & Dr.
Joseph Barber

Matthew Millan,

Ms. Elvedine Wilkerson
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Williams
Mr. William Wilson, Jr.
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John and Dana Levitties
David Mallery (the Otto Co.)
Larry McEwen

Wyndham Pursley &

Kim & Scott Yetter
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Preservation Potpourri

SPRING/SUMMER 2007

Last December, a large crowd of young and old stggpaf the Historical Society gatt
ered at Guilford on the former Wharton Sinkler estaone of the region's premiere hi:
toric houses. It was recently refurbished and e lbeautifully decorated by owner
Martha Snider, who generously opened the housedocerthan 300 guests. Superb foc
catered by Peachtree and Ward and wonderful mysRibhard Leanard provided bac
ground atmosphere as the guests chatted with eti@r and circulated through the
magnificent period rooms. It will be hard to to
this wonderful party organized by the Potpou
Committee chaired by Schuy Wood and
Annamarie Hellebusch (although our 2007 Cq
Chairs, Nancy Evans and Cecile Mihalich are
already at work on this year's event). Their L
superb leadership and attention to detail resu Nancy Evans with friend, Mrs. Ted Wood
ed in the most successful fundraiser in the
Historical Society's history. We are particularlghwlden to the sponsors and benefactors of

this event.

Event Sponsort Wachovia Wealth Management

Top of the Hill Sponsors+ Arlington Capital Management, The Bryn Mawr TruSompany,
Eichler & Moffly Realtors, Geppert Bros. Inc., Kgier Architects and Associates, Inc.,
Magargee Brothers Inc., Russell Roofing Co. Ina.,&Mrs. Theodore V. Wood, Jr.

Benefactors William N. & Reesa E. Anderson, Chris & Wendy By, Oliver & Mary
Biddle, Dr. & Mrs. Steven Brady, Wyndham Pursleydéhn Capoferri, Michael & Anna
Cascio, Patricia Marian Cove, Ed & Karren DeSewsnl& Ed Driscoll, Linda & George
Harnett, Annamarie & Stroud Hellebusch, John & Me$ia Hinmon, Rosemary Lord, Steven

Interim Executive Director, Peter Laphan& Schuy Nunn, Drs. George & Janet Popky, Judge Edia & Ruth Russell, Ellen Sisle &
Kenneth Schotsch, Toby Shawe, MD & Samy Badawy, ¥ayid & Elise Viehman

Turning a steward's eye to
Chestnut Hill

Community Leader Lloyd Wells, shown taking a
photo of Germantown Avenue in the early 1960's.

Easements

In late December, CHHS closed on a conservatiorepssnt
on a major 5.4 acre wooded property in East Mty/Asit
Anderson and Woodbridge Streets. Creshiem Creek runs
through the property which is just east of the Ranroad
bridge and adjacent to the PECO-owned former ligiht-of-
way that parallels Cresheim Valley Drive. For maegrs,
neighbors fought development proposals for the @riypLast
year the developer agreed to donate the propert¢o
Fairmount Park Commission. While that transactiemoving
forward, it could not be accomplished in 2006 ahd tlevelop-
er asked CHHS to accept an easement. The easenehibjits
any subdivision or development of the parcel.

One of Chestnut Hill's most important propertieat 444 W.
Chestnut Hill Avenue was sold in late December. CHHiolds
a conservation easement on the 3.3.6 acre siterdstingly,
the house which was designed by Wilson Eyre in 1886
deeded by its owners to the Natural Lands Trustiaioer of
years ago while they retained life tenancy. Onéhefowners,
Hudson Barton passed away in 2006 and after hesmifved,
the Natural Lands Trust was able to sell the propand dis-
tribute the proceeds to charitable organizationsigieated by
the Bartons in the original agreement. CHHS recel\ee total-
ly unexpected check for $27,200 (!) at the end loé¢ tyear as
part of this agreement.
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Gravestone Rubbings for Children

with guidance from Woodmere artists

October 13, 2007, (Saturday) Chestnut Hill United
Methodist Church

2pm = 4pm, 8812 Germantown Avenue

(Raindate Saturday, October 20, 2007)
Co-sponsored by the Chestnut Hill Historical Sogiet
and Woodmere Art Museum

2007 EVENTS

Watercolors and Oils by Paul Rickert
Ongoing * extended through the summer
9am = 5pm (Mon * Fri)

Chestnut Hill Historical Society

8708 Germantown Avenue

Walking Tour: St. Martin's

September 8, 2007 (Saturday)

3pm = 4:30pm, start at the Chestnut Hill Historical
Society 8708 Germantown Avenue

Walking Tour: North Chestnut Hill

October 27, 2007 (Saturday)

3pm = 4:30pm, start at the Chestnut Hill Historical
Society

- . 8708 Germantown Avenue
Energy Efficiency and Beyond in Older Homes wn Avend

A practical presentation by Harold Finigan
September 23, 2007 (Sunday)

3pm = 4pm, Chestnut Hill Historical Society
8708 Germantown Avenue

Vision for Chestnut Hill

2nd Community Discussion: Transportation and
Parking in Chestnut Hill

October 24, 2007

7pm = 9pm, Free Library (Chestnut Hill Branch)

Vision for Chestnut Hil o-sponsored by the Chestnut Hill Historical Sogiet

1st Community Discussion: Shopping in Chestnut Hil

September 26, 2007 (Wednesday)
7pm = 9pm, Free Library (Chestnut Hill Branch)

nd the Business Improvement District

Preservation Potpourri 2007

Co-sponsored by the Chestnut Hill Historical Sogiet December 1, 2007

and the Business Improvement District

Two magnificent properties on West Moreland Avenue

Thank You to all our Small Business Memberef!

Chestnut Hill's beautiful
gardens in the past.

Your support is vital to our organization and we ar
very grateful to you for it. We hope that listing our :
newsletter will help our membership to support your
businesses. :

Chestnut Hill Chiropractic
Dr. Valerie Hughes
Matthew Millan Architects, Inc.
Robertson's Flowers.
Roxy Auto Body
The Hirshorn Co.

The Philadelphia Print Shop

Gertrude and George Woodward's Kresheim, shown in
1919-1921, with wisteria on the facade.
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Splendors of
Spring Garden
Tour -

May 20, 2007

Under the direction of Co-

Chairs Cecile Mahalich

and Ellen Sisle, this year's

Spring Garden Tour was a
lovely event, characterized by enjoyable weathesgibus gar-
dens, and a wonderful reception afterwards.

The gardens, located in Chestnut Hill and nearby

Mt Airy, ranged from small, contained ones at tloptof the
hill, to others at historic Wissahickon stone hosséo yet oth-
ers that showcased spectacular planting varietjowimg on
the 2006 Preservation Potpourri, this year's Spayden Tour
was the most successful garden tour yet.

This very successful event was sponsored by esgktaus
sponsors. The lead sponsor was Eichler & MofflyltRea with
the other sponsors being:

Susan Beard Photography; John Capoferri;

Chestnut Hill Resale; Garden Accents; Hill Compartyorizon
Landscaping and

Valley Green Bank.

Check it out!
www.chhist.org

Our web-site is becoming more interactive + yould@ign up
and pay for the Garden Tour on-line and soon yoll aé able
to purchase memberships or our publications. Outifralent-
ed Easement Planner, Tim Wood, has been keepingitheup-
to-date and adding these extra features that makesite more
useful to our members and our visitors.

Convenient Hours

Don't forget that we are open most Saturdays frod® o 4:00
so that you can stop by and see our exhibits aredearch in
our archives. If you are interested in researdh helpful to
call ahead so that we can assemble the materiatsytbu might
need.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Every other week an article by a member of the thaarstaff is
featured in the Chestnut Hill Local. Subjects rangem helpful
home-owner tips from our resource center to intemgshistori-
cal tidbits gleaned from our archives to informatipieces about
easements or preservation issues. We would welsogges-
tions or actual articles from members.

If you are interested, contact us at
info@chhist.org
or
215-247-0417

Please send us your e-mail address to info@chgist.o

SO we can update you more easily!

Let us stay in touch with you about the past in thest con-
temporary way! We would like to let you know ab@uportant
preservation issues and about our events and pnsgraa
timely and effective manner. So sign up for our @tralerts +
we promise we will use them judiciously, and &asy to unsub-
scribe if you change your mind.

aChestnut Hill's beautiful gardens in the past®.



