
  

 

 

Hill, from the wrecking ball. 

After raising $4,000 in just 

two days, but failing to meet 

the VFW deadline by one 

hour, the women led a 

successful community-wide 

effort to halt the demolition 

and restore the building.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Founding member  
Shirley Hanson  
honored  
 

L 
ast October, the 

C h e s t n u t  H i l l 

Histor ical Society 

presented Shirley Hanson, a 

prime mover in the creation of 

the Society, with the first -ever 

Foundersô Award.  This award 

will periodically honor a 

member of the community 

who has shown an outstanding 

commitment to historic 

preservation in Chestnut Hill 

and the surrounding area.  

Shirley Hanson is uniquely 

qualified to be the first 

recipient; through her efforts 

over 40 years, numerous 

buildings, façades and open 

spaces have been protected 

and the quality of life in our 

c o m m u n i t y  h a s  b e e n 

sustained. 

Shirley Hanson began 

working to preserve the 

architectural heritage of 

Chestnut Hill when she and 

several others, including 

Nancy Hubby and Ann 

Spaeth, formed the Committee 

for the Preservation of 

Historic Buildings in Chestnut 

Hill.  Their first endeavor was 

to save the VFW building, one 

of only a few surviving Greek 

Revival structures in Chestnut 
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The VFW building, facing demolition (inset) and restored.  

A 
fter a very busy 2007, 

we looking forward to 

an equally productive 

2008.  This year, I am 

especially interested in 

reaching out to hear from our 

members about what makes 

our Historical Society relevant 

to the community.  

The Society currently 

engages in a wide array of 

activities.  As advocates for 

historic preservation, we work 

independently and with other 

community organizations on 

important preservation issues.  

As the host of professionally 

managed archives, we provide 

members with well -organized 

collections of over 30,000  

historic records.  Our 

e a s e m e n t  p r o g r a m , 

established by the Historical 

Society and the Friends of the 

Wissahickon in 1991, is vital  

to maintaining the physical 

character of our community. 

Through this program, we are 

currently helping to preserve 

64 acres of open land and 12 

historic façades. 

The Societyôs Resource 

Center provides homeowners 

with valuable information on 

maintaining and restoring 

historic homes.  Look for the 

on-line Resource Center to be 

updated soon.  We also offer a  

wide variety of educational 

and cultural programs, 

including  walking tours,  
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2007 into 2008: making 
the historical society 
more relevant  

O 
n a starlit Saturday 

night in early 

D e c e m b e r , 

supporters of the Historical 

Society gathered in two 

historic homes on West 

Moreland Avenue for a 

festive evening in elegant 

settings, enlivened by 

delightful conversation and 

delicious hors dôoeuvres.  A 

minibus shuttled party -

goers between the two 

houses. 

In the oak-paneled 

ambiance of the Miller's 

home at 416 West Moreland 

Avenue, guests enjoyed Asian-

themed fare including a 

colorful assortment of sushi 

and seafood skewers. The 

Jonesô Georgian Revival home, 

at 501 West Moreland Avenue, 

welcomed Potpourri attendees 

with a Mexican-themed buffet 

and a variety of chocolate 

desserts. Also featured was a 

slide show of Moreland Avenue 

homes assembled from our 

archives by Board Member 

Frank Niepold.  

The success of this yearôs event 

is a direct result of the 

dedication and hard work of the 

Potpourri Committee and 

(Continued on page 3) 

501 West Moreland Avenue, lit up for a gala 

evening. 
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